
The path of summary writing in Waldorf @ home.
Grade 1:  Just learning. Some first graders might not be writing at first and will need help for the
first month or more. Practice here is the key.  YOU write out the summary.  SHORT, One sentence. 
Practice writing name. Do not worry about reversals, grammar or punctuation.  By the end of the 
year, they should be writing on their own.  One sentence. Remember, these summaries just focus 
on what is most important. Distill it down. Begin memory work with verses.

Grade 2:  They've been writing for a while, they have the basics of what belongs in a summary
down.  Their form drawing should be practiced regularly to help with handwriting. Their 
summaries should be 1-2 sentences. No formal grammar.  Work on reading. Continue 
memory work, including tongue twisters.

Grade 3: The first steps in understanding feeling words, naming words, etc. from a very 
concrete perspective. No worksheets.  Understanding terms based on working with the 
summaries. "Can you tell me what Adam was doing" or "Let's name the animals." Bringing 
the concepts in organically as they are beginning to gain a desire to put their own thoughts 
down outside of school.  All summary work is still worked together for most of the year. 
Allow experimentation in the last lesson blocks. Longer verses and poems for memory work. 
This is a good time to introduce cursive.

Grade 4: Now your child should be ready to write a bit on their own.  Main lesson work 
is mostly of their own, you can help get them started, but really work to have the work 
be their own. They are building on skills learned in grade 3. Now you go deeper - 
tenses, plurals, adverbs, abbreviations,  grammar rules and spelling rules. Short 
reports.  Summaries should be about a paragraph by now, no shorter. 
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Grade 5: Continuing to build. These kids should have a good handle on writing. Their spelling should be 
progressing along with their reading. All main lesson summaries should be their own and they should be able to
write more complex pieces and their summaries should be two+ paragraphs with ease. 


